
Growing a Wine Region Through
Marketing, Research, Education



From an operational perspective, 
the Commission continues to work 
hard to professionally represent 
our growers. A new office in 
Kelseyville has given us a more 
visible community presence and 
a gathering space that has been 
conducive to hosting educational 
sessions, grower meetings, and 
industry tastings and events.

We launched a new web site, with 
leading-edge technology, design, 
and messaging that confidently tells 
a story of rising quality and prestige 
for Lake County winegrapes and 
wines.

We’ve had more than 40 vineyard 
supervisors complete our Master 
Vigneron Academy since 2012, which 
has helped to significantly increase 
the professionalism of Lake County’s 
workforce and directly improve the 

A Message from Debra 
Sommerfield, President

THE LAKE COUNTY Winegrape 
Commission exists to serve Lake 
County’s 180+ winegrape growers, 
and I am pleased to report that in 
the recent continuation referendum 
conducted by the California 
Department of Food & Agriculture 
(CDFA), more than 77 percent of 
Lake County growers voted to 
continue the Commission’s work for 
another five years. 

Commission Board members and 
staff work diligently to ensure funds 
are used effectively. We take fiscal 
responsibility seriously and believe 
that is at the heart of a sustainable 
organization. It is this careful 
financial stewardship that enables 
us to conduct so many successful 
educational and marketing 
programs.

quality of Lake County fruit.

These are just a few of the many 
ways we’ve carefully invested 
grower dollars to continue to 
promote Lake County as a top-tier 
winegrowing region. On behalf of 
the Commission, I would like to 
thank our many Affiliate Sponsors 
for their generous support and 
collaboration that is vital in helping 
to sustain the momentum in our 
region. While there is much more 
work to be done, this is an exciting 
time for Lake County’s winegrape 
industry. 

As we embark on a new fiscal 
year, we celebrate 25 years of 
representing our industry with 
professionalism, pride, and 
enthusiasm and look forward 
together to the next 25 years of 
winegrowing in Lake County!

*  An increase of 672 acres or 7.7% with notable increases in Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Petite Sirah, Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, and Petit Verdot

Cabernet 
Sauvignon

$2,143

 
Chardonnay  

$1,229

Petite Sirah  

$1,801

Sauvignon 
Blanc  

$1,119

Zinfandel 

$1,617

Total Tons  
of Winegrapes 

Harvested

38,786
Gross Value  

of Winegrape Crop

$63,390,181

Average Price 
Paid Per Ton  
by Varietal

Average Price Paid  
Per Ton of Lake County 

Winegrapes  
(All Varietals)†

$1,5899,454
Total Winegrape 

Acres Planted*

† Third highest in the state



Sonoma. This data also reflects a 
big jump in Lake County Cabernet 
Sauvignon prices in recent years as 
well as growing appreciation for the 
quality of our Sauvignon Blanc.

Thanks in part to our innovative 
Master Vigneron Academy (MVA), 
winegrape growers in the region 
continue to elevate quality as they 
also focus on sustainable viticultural 
practices. Hand-in-hand with 
educational programs like MVA, 
the Commission consistently works 
to attract and engage important 
audiences – from winemakers and 
grape buyers to sommeliers and 
the media. These efforts reflect 
a comprehensive strategy to 
showcase our region, our wines, and 
our growers to key influencers.

Finally, as the immediate Past 
Chair and a vineyard owner in the 
area, I would like to personally 
express my appreciation of fellow 
Board members and Commission 
President Debra Sommerfield. 
With their leadership, I feel truly 
optimistic about our future as 
one of California’s most exciting 
winegrowing regions.

A Message from Peter 
Molnar, Past Chairman

VINTAGE 2015 will always be 
remembered for the devastating 
Valley Fire that brought so much 
damage to our beautiful county. 
While the majority of our region’s 
vineyards and wineries were not 
directly affected, our thoughts are 
with those in Lake County who lost 
homes, livelihoods, and, in four 
cases, their lives. The fire highlighted 
the resilience and solidarity of our 
industry. Vineyard operators in 
Middletown and elsewhere stayed to 
protect their properties and offered 
their water and equipment to save 
homes and property throughout the 
first night and afterward. 

In the months following the fire, 
vintners and others throughout the 
North Coast and beyond donated 
more than $1 million to the Lake 
County Rising Fire Relief Fund. The 
depth of support from customers, 
suppliers, and neighbors has been 
heartening and highlights how Lake 
County is considered a full partner 
in the North Coast.

The drought, which clearly played 
a key role in the intensity of the 
fires, also continues to affect those 

of us who make our livelihood in 
agriculture. We have all adapted 
to manage our vineyards in a 
sustainable way, adjusting to drier 
conditions and early harvests. 

In spite of these challenges, Lake 
County’s wine industry continues 
to thrive. Grape prices continue to 
rise to match improving quality, and 
the 2015 Lake County harvest once 
again generated the third-highest 
average price for winegrapes 
among all winegrowing regions in 
California, behind only Napa and 

“The depth of support 

from customers, 

suppliers, and 

neighbors has been 

heartening and 

highlights how Lake 

County is considered 

a full partner in the 

North Coast”



“The Master Vigneron Academy 

connects our employees to a modern 

business environment. It links them 

to our customers and helps them 

understand their role in ‘customer 

service.’ It creates a bond with 

the larger industry, and it gives 

them a perspective of their role in 

the larger purpose. It helps them 

understand our business goals in 

regards to human resources, finance, 

quality, regulatory compliance, and 

technological innovation.” 

– Randy Krag, Beckstoffer Vineyards

Master Vigneron Academy
The Commission is proud to continue 
presenting its innovative Master 
Vigneron Academy (MVA), a program 
unlike any other. A Spanish-language 
professional development course for 
vineyard supervisors and foremen, 
the MVA curriculum, presented 
over eight months, is designed 
to strengthen each supervisor’s 
knowledge of sustainable viticulture 
and the wine industry and foster an 
in-depth understanding about the 
supervisor’s role in implementing 
quality winegrowing practices and 
improving farmworker productivity. 

MVA strives to achieve these goals:

 •  Support the professional 
development of experienced 
vineyard supervisors

 •  Increase the quality of the 
region’s winegrapes and wines

 •  Promote the sustainability and 
reputation of Lake County 
vineyards

Often overlooked in discussions of 
viticultural practices is the human 
element. And yet, the teams 
who tend the vineyards play the 

most central role in agricultural 
stewardship and sustainability. The 
MVA program addresses the training 
needs of vineyard supervisors and 
represents an investment in a critical 
piece of sustainable farming.



“Each grower has his own way of working and managing the vineyard, and I learn a great 

deal from growers who have more knowledge and experience.” 

– Antonio Batres, Beckstoffer Vineyards, MVA graduate



Last spring, the Commission 
hosted a multi-day visit for wine 
distributors, retailers, restaurant 
sommeliers, and media. The event 
was designed to introduce the 
region to key influencers in the 
industry and provide them with a 
memorable experience and in-
depth understanding of our region 
that they can share with colleagues, 
readers, followers and consumers. 

Guests participated in tours of 
several vineyards, extensive 
tastings that showcased Lake 
County-appellated wines, and a 
presentation that examined the 

Media & Trade Events

unique character, breadth, and 
quality of Lake County winegrapes 
and wines. 

Events like this one fit within 
the Commission’s mission to 
implement effective marketing, 
education, and research programs 
on behalf of Lake County winegrape 
growers. It’s part of a series of 
trade activities that engages key 
influencers within the wine industry 
and exposes them to Lake County 
wines, vineyards, appellations, and 
breathtaking landscape. 

“Events like this are 

very illuminating. They 

create an intimacy and 

a relationship between 

the wine buyer and the 

product, the place, and the 

people. This is very eye 

opening. We were won 

over by this experience.” 

– Kelli White, Sommelier

“Our ability to show our appellation and our work at this level 

to writers, sommeliers, and the trade is critical to bringing Lake 

County’s reputation for wines on par with Sonoma and Napa.” 

– Peter Molnar, Obsidian Ridge Vineyards

“The region’s wines 

are proving their own 

merit based on well-

produced fruit handled by 

innovative winemakers. 

Lake County wines should 

be moving front and center 

on lists and shelves.” 

–  Liza Zimmerman,  

The Tasting Panel



The Commission would 

like to express its deep 

appreciation for the 

support of Peter Molnar, 

past Chair, without 

whom events like this 

one would not have 

been possible. Peter’s 

vision, commitment 

to this organization, 

support of the people of 

Lake County during a 

very difficult year, and 

untiring dedication to our 

winegrowing community 

have already had a deep 

and lasting impact.  

We are truly grateful  

for his service.



New Web Site Launched
Last year, LCWC launched an 
engaging and robust web site: 
www.lakecountywinegrape.org. 
This is one of the Commission’s 
most important tools for 
generating awareness about the 
region, educating and informing 
members of the wine trade as 
well as the general public, and 
helping winegrape growers market 
and sell their fruit. The new site 
makes a bold statement about the 
increasing quality and prestige of 
this winegrowing region.

The new site serves visitors with 
leading-edge technology and 
design, fully optimized for any 
device, including mobile phones and 
tablets. In the coming months, new 
functionality will be added, including 
a marketplace and vineyard 
directory that will allow growers 
to tell their stories, showcase 
their vineyards, and easily post 
information about grapes and bulk 
wine for sale. 



New Web Site Launched

Based on 2014 research from Full Glass Research. Respondents included winemakers, winegrape buyers, and others in the wine industry.

Last year, LCWC commissioned a 
market research study with Full 
Glass Research (FGR) to examine 
the supply of and demand for Lake 
County winegrapes with these goals 
in mind:

1 Estimate the relative size and 
growth trends for three main 
vectors of demand for Lake 
County Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Sauvignon Blanc grapes

2 Review price and volume trends 
and project supply for Lake 
County Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Sauvignon Blanc grapes

3 Measure and analyze perception 
and usage of Lake County grapes 
among winemakers and grape 
buyers

4 Measure and assess business 
practices in marketing and 
supplying Lake County grapes, 
as perceived by winemakers and 
grape buyers.

The research provided significant 
information and insight not available 
elsewhere. The data is available to 
Lake County winegrape growers to 
help them make informed decisions 
regarding investment and pricing.

The Quality of Lake County Wine Is Improving

76%

“ Viticultural 
practices have 
improved in  
Lake County

98%

“ Lake County 
Sauvignon Blanc 
quality is at, above, 
or well above other 
coastal appellations

63%

“ Some 
extremely 
high quality 
vineyards 
or lots have 
emerged  
in Lake County

66%

“ Quality of 
Lake County 
winegrapes has 
become more 
consistent

78%

“ Quality of 
Lake County 
winegrapes on  
average has 
improved

Market 
Research

 Percentage of survey respondents who agree or strongly agree with the statement 



January 2016  
Unified Wine & Grape 
Symposium 
LCWC once again poured through 
a selection of Lake County wines 
and answered questions about 
the region during the Regional 
Wine Tasting at the nation’s  
largest wine 
and grape 
industry show 
– the Unified 
Wine & Grape 
Symposium 
– held in 
Sacramento each January. This 
annual event is attended by more 
than 14,000 wine and grape 
industry professionals, and it 
offers the opportunity to expose 
wines made from Lake County 
grapes to potential buyers all 
around the world.

Round-up 
of Activities
September  

AgVenture

LCWC again supported AgVenture’s 
annual wine day by hosting wine-
tasting and lunch at Vigilance 
Vineyards in 2014 and Laujor 
Estate in 2015. AgVenture, 
presented by the Lake County 
Chapter of California Women for 
Ag, is an educational program that 
provides a unique opportunity 
for Lake County decision-makers 
and influencers to learn about the 
heritage, culture, economy, and 
business of local agriculture by 
meeting with local farmers and 
agriculture industry leaders.

November  
Integrated Pest 
Management Seminar  
Each November, LCWC supports 
the annual IPM seminar with 
UC Cooperative Extension, 
Mendocino College, and Lake County 
Department of Agriculture. Designed 
for QAL, QAC, pest control advisors, 
and agricultural managers, the event 
features speakers who cover a range 
of topics such as pesticide laws and 
regulations, biocontrol research and 
pesticide trials for Virginia creeper 
leafhopper, red blotch disease, 
brown marmorated stink bug 
detection, and how vine water status 
affects vineyard pests and disease.

April 2016  

Momentum

This annual seminar has become a 
don’t-miss event for Lake County’s 
grape growers, winery owners, 
winemakers, tasting room managers, 
marketing/hospitality directors, and 
others involved in the region’s wine 
industry. Invited experts provide 
insights about marketing trends and 
sales strategies.



April 2015  
Wine Business Seminars 
LCWC hosted two wine business 
seminars at its office in Kelseyville. 
The seminars were presented by 
Sonoma State University’s Wine 
Business Institute – Selling Through 
the Tasting Room and How to Build a 
Profitable Wine Club. Both seminars 
were taught by wine industry 
marketing guru Elizabeth Slater and 
well-received by attendees from 
across Lake County’s wine industry. 

April 2015  
Water Stewardship in 
Drought Conditions 
In response to statewide drought 
conditions, LCWC partnered with 
the Lake County Farm Bureau 
and UC Cooperative Extension to 
present a follow-on to the 2014 
seminar. The information-packed 
session featured presentations by 
water experts from across the state 
and attracted Lake County farmers, 
ranchers, and grapegrowers, as 
well as state and county officials, 
for an in-depth discussion about 
the state of water in Lake County.

December 2015  
Referendum 

Established in 1991 by Lake 
County winegrape growers, 
the Lake County Winegrape 
Commission is celebrating 25 
years of valuable work on behalf 
of the region’s grapegrowers in 
the areas of marketing, research, 
and education. Last December, 
winegrape growers once again 
approved continuation of the 
Commission and its work for 
another five years. 

Lake County Rising
Responding to the Valley Fire 

In the first 15 days after the Valley Fire swept 
through the southern area of Lake County and 
decimated the communities of Cobb, Middletown, 
and Anderson Springs, #LakeCountyRising 
emerged as a way for individuals and businesses to respond and 
provide financial assistance to those affected by the fire. This effort 
was led by LCWC, the Lake County Winery Association, and the Lake 
County Wine Alliance. To date, more than $1,000,000 has been raised to 
support survivors of the Valley Fire and other recent fires in the county.

“A long growing season with relatively low frost risk, combined 

with high radiative potential due to elevation, moderately high 

diurnal temperature ranges and the truncation of the growing 

season to cool nights during ripening make [Lake County] a 

particularly attractive region to grow winegrapes.” 

— Gregory V. Jones, Ph.D., Southern Oregon University

2014 and 2015  
Vineyard Irrigation 
Technology Grower Survey 
and Video Series
Lake County winegrape growers 
provided survey feedback 
that helped to quantify water 
management practices, strategies, 
and technologies as a means to 
determine areas to be addressed 
through educational programs. 
Grower responses helped identify 
topics for water stewardship 
seminars and a series of 
educational videos that are posted 
on the LCWC web site.

Ongoing  
Climate Report
LCWC commissioned an in-depth 
analysis from Gregory V. Jones, 
PhD, research climatologist and 
professor of environmental science 
and policy at Southern Oregon 
University. The report provides 
details on the region’s temperature, 
precipitation, heat accumulation, 
solar radiation, as well as climate 
structure, variability, and trends. 
It compares and contrasts key 
climate characteristics with those 
of other winegrowing regions. 
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