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GRADUATE & UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREES IN WINE BUSINESS

ABOUT US

The Wine Business Institute, the global leader in wine business research and
education, is the first in the United States to offer an undergraduate degree
(since 1998), an MBA (since 2008), and an Executive MBA (since 2012) focused
on the business of wine.
In 1996, the WBI was established as a unique public-private partnership
between the wine industry and Sonoma State University to enable the wine
community to keep pace with the changing business landscape and global wine

Our AACSB-accredited graduate and undergraduate degrees in wine business
are helping shape how the industry evolves within the demands of globalization,
technology, and changing regulations.
Students are equipped with wine business knowledge and industry-specific
tools and strategies to deliver results for organizations competing in today's
global marketplace. Our alumni are industry professionals and advanced
practitioners, including winemakers and viticulturists, to brand managers and
distributors, to vineyard owners and winery executives.

commerce. The WBI is dedicated to training the next generation of leaders

GLOBAL EXECUTIVE MBA IN WINE BUSINESS

through its research and education programs.
Today, professionals from California and around the world choose WBI to
experience first-hand the expertise and wealth of connections among students,
alumni, and industry leaders.

"

For program information, call 707-664-3235 or visit sbe.sonoma.edu/winebiz.
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SONOMA EXECUTIVE MBA IN WINE BUSINESS
17-Month Program
Alternating Weekends (Friday & Saturday)
International Consulting & Study Tour
Experiential Leadership Sailing Excursion

The business of wine is multi-faceted and increasingly complex. And with some
130,000 brands in the marketplace, the wine industry is one
of the most competitive industries on earth. Therefore
the need to have a concentration of talented people
who are well-prepared to successfully navigate
these complexities and challenges on behalf of
California wine companies is more important
than ever. The Wine Business Institute at
Sonoma State is the only program of its kind in
the heart of wine country that is developing our
leaders of tomorrow, teaching them the business
of wine vs the production of wine.
— ALEX RYAN
President & CEO, Duckhorn Wine Company

17-Month Program
Four 10-day "Leadership Intensives" in California, France, and Australia
Three-Month Segments of Online Case and Project-Based Learning
International Consulting & Study Tour
Experiential Leadership Sailing Excursion

SONOMA MBA IN WINE BUSINESS
One-Year Program, Full-Time
Two-Year Program, Part-Time
Weeknight Classes
International Study Tour (optional)

B.S. IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
CONCENTRATION IN WINE BUSINESS STRATEGIES

"

Four-Year Program, Full-Time
Course Schedules Vary
International Study Tour (optional)
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WINE
INDUSTRY
CERTIFICATIONS
SONOMA
STATE
CELLARS

WINE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT (Online)
This comprehensive professional certificate program delivers transformative
business management curriculum informed by current wine industry research and
data. Taught by wine industry professionals, students gain practical insights and
focused knowledge to bring their wine business or career to the next level.
FOUNDATION: Introduction to Wine Business
• Comprehensive overview of the wine value chain: grape growing, production,
marketing, distribution, and sales.
• Develop an understanding of costs and quality decisions of the multifaceted wine business.

INTERMEDIATE: A Survey of Key Drivers in a Wine Business
• Expands project-based learning to the business of making and selling wine.
• Participants survey key drivers of a wine business and the necessary
decisions involved in taking a product to market.

WINE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS

WINE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT (Online)
ADVANCED — Choose two courses
Wine eCommerce
• Explore opportunities and challenges of eCommerce and mobile
commerce, and its impact on meeting strategic objectives.
• Build an engaging online customer experience that will create more
transactions.
Wine Production & Operations from a Business Perspective
• In-depth review of business issues associated with wine production.
• Explore concepts of wine operations, purchasing, logistics, and supply
chain management.
Strategic Wine Marketing
• Explore current marketing concepts, market segmentation and targeting,
brand creation, and integrated communications plan.
• Learn strategies for Direct-to-Consumer (DTC) and other distribution models.
• Coursework culminates with the completion of a marketing and sales
plan for the launch of a new wine business.
Financial Management & Strategy for Wine Businesses
• Course topics include: financial planning and analysis, business valuations,
company formation and acquisition, compliance, regulatory and taxation
issues related to wine business financial activities, revenue models,
and the development of successful business models and strategies.

Details & Registration → sbe.sonoma.edu/wine-business-management
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WINE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS

WINE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS

WINE INDUSTRY FINANCE & ACCOUNTING (Online)

WINE SALES MANAGEMENT (Online)

The online Certificate in Wine Industry Finance & Accounting provides practical
knowledge of general and industry-specific accounting practices, as well as
financial, management, planning and strategies for the wine industry. The
certificate credential requires completion of two 8-week online courses.

The online program in Wine Sales Management is designed to provide core and
innovative concepts to increase product sales. Topics include DTC marketing, wine
clubs, events, social media, mobile commerce, and tasting room sales. The DTC
certification requires completion of five core seminars and three electives for a
total of eight half-day courses.

Foundation & Best Practices of Wine Industry Accounting
• This course provides a general overview of accounting concepts, and
financial best practices relevant to wine businesses. Students learn to
calculate financial ratios, build and analyze financial statements, identify
and measure key performance indicators, understand costs, and develop
pricing structures.

Advanced Financial Management and Strategy for Wine Businesses
• This advanced course take a deep dive into financial planning and
analysis, including revenue models, and compliance, regulatory and
taxation issues related to wine business financial activities. Students will
also learn about business valuations, company formation and acquisition,
and development of successful business models and strategies.

Details & Registration → sbe.sonoma.edu/wine-sales-management

WINE ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Certificate in Wine Entrepreneurship provides owners and principals of small
wine businesses—and those who aspire to launch a label—with the space and
time to reflect on their vision. This unique program is proven to aid participants in
developing a business path for a profitable new product, new business, or career
in the wine industry.

Details & Registration → sbe.sonoma.edu/wine-entrepreneurship

Details & Registration → sbe.sonoma.edu/finance-accounting-certificate
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SCHOLARSHIPS

The Wine Business Institute awards a variety of scholarships in support of
career and educational accomplishment, to offset costs of tuition, books, fees,
housing and other expenses.
WBI Scholarships include:
•

Southern Glazer's Wine & Spirits

•

Charlie Palmer’s Pigs & Pinot

•

Donn P. Reisen

•

La Tosh Wine Business

•

Liz Thach Wine Industry

•

Vintage Wine Estates

•

Debbie Lewis Women in Wine
Scholarship Fund

•

Wine Industry Scholars Program

WINE BUSINESS CASE RESEARCH JOURNAL

The Wine Business Case Research
Journal is dedicated to international
wine business issues across the wine
value chain. The free online journal
is published as an industry digest for
academics, scholars, students, and
industry stakeholders.
Founding Editor and Korbel Professor,
Dr. Armand Gilinsky, Jr., has convened a
founding editorial board including five
past editors of academic journals, wine
business researchers, and university
scholars from the U.S., France,
Germany, Spain, Italy, Australia,
Mexico, New Zealand, and South
Africa.

Wine
Business
Wine Business
Case Research
Case Research
Journal
Journal

Germany | Sonoma, California | Spain | California Central Coast

KORBEL PROFESSOR

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF WINE
Dr. Liz Thach, MW, has authored over 120 articles and
eight books on wine business marketing and sales,
global commerce, and tourism, including a wine
travel mystery novel series. She published Best
Practices in Global Wine Business, a collection
of 15 case studies analyzing successful wineries
and regions; and Successful Social Media &
Ecommerce Strategies, an examination of digital
marketing in wine business.
DR. LIZ THACH, MW
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Volume II
December 2017

Dr. Armand Gilinsky, Jr., is an expert in strategic
management, competitive strategy, and venture
planning. He has authored over 40 business case
studies and articles on wine business strategy,
entrepreneurial strategy, and socially responsible
entrepreneurship, including his latest book, Crafting
Sustainable Wine Businesses. His most recent
research is on resiliency and disaster preparedness in
the wine industry.
DR. ARMAND GILINSKY, JR.
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WINE
SPECTATOR
WINE
BUSINESS
CASELEARNING
RESEARCHCENTER
JOURNAL
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The Wine Spectator Learning Center is the home of the Wine Business Institute
at Sonoma State University. The 15,000-square-foot Learning Center includes
three state-of-the-art classrooms, multimedia venues for production and
broadcast of public seminars and events, gardens, and collaborative spaces for
hands-on learning, such as a student commons, faculty-industry hub, and café.

As a wine industry professional and veteran focused
on one department, this program gave me a
higher level of education on other channels of
the business that contribute to the overall health
and quality of the winery. The professors were
engaging and passionate, and challenged my
ability to think critically. I would recommend this
program to current wine industry professionals

looking to grow and develop, and to new wine business
students seeking a broad understanding of key areas for
success in the industry.

— CHARLIE PLUMMER, CS, CSW
Director of Sales, Paul Hobbs Wines
Certificate in Wine Business Management, '16

HAMEL FAMILY FACULTY CHAIR IN WINE BUSINESS
Dr. Damien Wilson has 20 years of international wine
industry experience in Australia, France, and the
U.S., including as former Director of Wine Business
programs at Burgundy School of Business in Dijon,
France. Professor Wilson is widely known for
expertise in various aspects of wine, including
digital marketing, production, distribution, sales, and
service. His research specialties are wine consumer
behavior, tourism, technology, and crowdfunding.

"
VESTA

The Wine Business Institute is the official California
partner of the Viticulture Enology Science & Technology
Alliance (VESTA). This National Science Foundation
(NSF) program offers online viticulture, enology, and
wine business certificates and A.A. degrees taught
by a network of faculty across the U.S. and abroad.

WWW.VESTA-USA.ORG

DR. DAMIEN WILSON
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facebook.com/winebizssu

twitter.com/winebizssu

instagram.com/winebizssu

1801 East Cotati Avenue, Rohnert Park, CA 94928
winebiz@sonoma.edu | 707.664.3235 | sbe.sonoma.edu/winebiz

School of Business and Economics

Wine Business Institute

